
Chapter 15 - LICENSES AND PERMITS 

 

 

 

Section 15.01 WINE LICENSE 

 

(a) Purpose.  This ordinance provides for issuance of Class C alcohol licenses for 
wine sales under section 125.51(3m) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
 

(b) Issuance Conditions.  The Town Board may approve issuance of a license when 
the following conditions as met: 
 

(1) A reasonable expectation exists, after consideration of past practice and 
business plan of operation, that more than 50% of revenues by the applicant are received from non-
alcohol sales, determined by gross receipts; and  

 
(2) The premises description for license issuance does not include a barroom, 

as verified by one or more town officers, employees or agents; and  
 

(3) A completed application form, containing all relevant information 
requested has been submitted to the clerk for Town Board review; and  
 

(4) The Town Board has evaluated the applicant’s arrest or conviction history 
which is found to be acceptable; and  
 

(5) The applicant has resided in Wisconsin at least 90 days, or is a Wisconsin 
corporation with a resident agent; and 
 

(6) The applicant is in compliance with other statutory and ordinance 
regulations affecting the business operation or person applying. 
 

(c) Fees.  Prior to actual license issuance by the clerk, the fees must be submitted by 
the applicant.  Where past payment history or reputation justifies such action, the clerk, in the clerk’s 
discretion, may require payment by cash, cashiers check, or money order.  The fee is for a full license 
year, running July 1 to next June 30.  Fees shall be pro rated to the nearest half month in the event an 
application is made during the license year, by calculating the first date of possible issuance.  In no 
case will the annual fee exceed $100.00.   
 

(d) Payment Deadline.  The license fee shall be submitted at the time of application 
delivery to the town. 
 

(e) Business Verification.  Where appropriate, the Town Board may require 
verification that the above conditions, or other conditions of statutory or ordinance laws are met, 
including, but not limited to, the proportion of gross receipts test.  This may periodically occur by 
Town Board direction. 



 

Section 15.02 DOGS. 

 

(a) Definitions.  In this ordinance: 
 

(1) “Collar means a band, strip, or chain placed around the neck of a dog. 
 

(2) “Harboring” a dog means to afford it lodging, to shelter it, or give it 
refuge. 
 

(3) “Kennel” means any establishment where dogs are kept for the purpose of 
breeding, sale, boarding, or sporting purposes. 
 

(4) “Owner” includes a person who owns, harbors, keeps, or controls a dog. 
 

(b) License Required.  Every person residing in the Town of Turtle who owns a dog 
of more than 5 months of age on January 1 of any year or 5 months of age within the license year 
shall annually, or on or before the date such dog becomes 5 months of age, obtain a license therefor.  
The provisions of this section do not apply to: 
 

(1) Dogs whose owners are nonresidents temporarily within the Town; 
 

(2) Dogs brought into the Town for the purposes of participating in dog 
shows; 
 

(3) Dogs specially trained to lead blind or deaf persons or to provide support  
for mobility-impaired persons; or 
 

(4) Dogs kept only for educational or scientific purposes. 
 

(c) License Period.  The license period shall commence on January 1 and end the 
following December 31. 
 

(d) License Fees.  The license fee shall be the amount required by section 174.05(2) 
of the Wisconsin Statutes or such higher amount as may be adopted by resolution of the Town 
Board. 
 

(e) Late Fees.  All persons purchasing dog licenses after April 1 shall pay a late fee  
of $5.00 per dog license. 
 

(f) Untagged Dog.  The owner shall attach the license tag to a collar and such collar 
with the tag attached shall be kept on the dog at all times.  A dog is considered to be untagged if a 
valid license tag is not attached to a collar which is kept on the dog whenever the dog is outdoors, 
unless the dog is security confined in a fenced area. 
 



(g) Vaccination Required.  The owner of a dog shall have the dog vaccinated against 
rabies by a veterinarian within 30 days after the dog reaches 4 months of age and revaccinated within 
one year after the initial vaccination.  If the owner obtains the dog or brings the dog into this state 
after the dog has reached 4 months of age, the owner shall have the dog vaccinated against rabies 
within 30 days after the dog is obtained or brought into the state unless the dog has been vaccinated 
as evidenced by a current certificate of rabies vaccination from this state or another state.  The owner 
of a dog shall have the dog revaccinated against rabies by a veterinarian before the date that the 
immunization expires as stated on the certificate of vaccination or if no date is specified, within 3 
years after the previous vaccination.  This vaccination requirement shall not apply to dogs that are 
kept only for educational or scientific purposes pursuant to section 174.054 of the Wisconsin 
Statutes. 
 

(h) Rabies Certificate.  A veterinarian who vaccinates a dog against rabies shall 
complete and issue to the owner a certificate of rabies vaccination bearing a serial number and in the 
form approved by the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection stating 
the owner’s name and address, the name, sex, spayed or unspayed, neutered or unneutered, breed and 
color of the dog, the date of the vaccination, the type of rabies vaccine administered and the 
manufacturer’s serial number, the date that the immunization expires as specified for that type of 
vaccine by the Center for Disease Control of the United States Department of Health and Human 
Services and the city, village or town where the dog is required to be licensed. 
 

(i) Vaccination Records.  The veterinarian shall keep a copy of each certificate of 
rabies vaccination in a file maintained for this purpose until the date that the immunization expires or 
until the dog is revaccinated, whichever occurs first. 
 

(j) Rabies Vaccination Tag.  After issuing the certificate of rabies vaccination, the 
veterinarian shall deliver to the owner a rabies vaccination tag of durable material bearing the same 
serial number as the certificate, the year the vaccination was given and the name, address and 
telephone number of the veterinarian. 
 

(k) Tag To Be Displayed.  The owner shall attach the rabies vaccination tag to a 
collar and the collar with the tag shall be kept on the dog at all times.  However, this requirement 
does not apply to: 
 

(1) A dog during competition or training; 
 

(2) A dog while hunting; 
 

(3) A dog securely confined indoors; 
 

(4) A dog securely confined in a fenced area; or 
 

(5) A dog while actively involved in herding or controlling livestock if the dog 
is under the control of its owner. 
 



(l) Maximum Number of Dogs.  No person shall keep or harbor more than 3 dogs 
over 5 months of age on any premises within the Town of Turtle without first obtaining a kennel 
license from the Town. 
 
 

Section 15.03 DOG KENNELS. 
 

(a) Definitions. 
 

(1) “Dog Kennel” means any establishment, place or entity where four or more 
dogs are kept for the purpose of breeding, sale, training, boarding, grooming, or sporting purposes. 
 

(2) “Dog” means any dog five months of age or older. 
 

(b) Permit. 

 
(1) There is created a Kennel Permit for the Town of Turtle. 

 
(2) Applications for a Kennel Permit shall be obtained from the Town Clerk. 

 
(3) All applications for a Kennel Permit shall be approved by the Town Board. 

 If an application is approved by the Town Board, the applicant shall pay to the Town Clerk a non-
refundable fee each year or portion thereof prior to the issuance of the permit.  The Town Board shall 
establish the amount of the fee. 
 

(4) Any Kennel Permit issued under this section shall be effective for a period 
of one year commencing April 1 and ending March 31. 
 

(c) Permit Required.  It shall be unlawful to own, operate or possess a dog kennel 
within the Town of Turtle without a valid Kennel Permit.  Holders of Kennel Permits must comply at 
all times with the provisions of this Ordinance.  Any violations of such provisions shall be grounds 
for revocation of the Kennel Permit by the Town Board in addition to the penalties specified herein. 
 

(d) Requirements of Kennel. 
 

(1) No dog kennel may house more than 12 dogs at one time. 
 

(2) Dogs kept pursuant to a Kennel Permit must also be licensed pursuant to 
Chapter 174 of the Wisconsin Statutes and such keeping must be in compliance with Chapter 174 at 
all times. 
 

(3) All dogs shall be maintained in a healthy condition or, if ill, shall be given 
appropriate treatment immediately. 
 
 



(4)  The building in which the dogs are kept shall be maintained in a clean 
condition and a good state of repair.  The building shall allow adequate protection against weather 
extremes. 

 
(5) All dog pens or enclosures shall be sufficiently large to permit freedom of 

movement to the dogs confined therein. 
 

(6) Food supplies shall be stored in rodent proof containers and be free from 
contamination.  Food supplies shall also be wholesome, palatable and of sufficient quantity and 
nutritive value to meet the normal daily requirements for the condition and size of the dog. 
 

(7) All dogs shall have potable water available at all times. 
 

(8)  Feces shall be removed from yards, pens, and enclosures daily and stored 
in tightly covered metal containers until final disposal. 
 

(9) Yards, pens, and enclosures and the dogs themselves shall be kept free of 
insect infestation. 
 

(10) No odor nuisance shall be permitted. 
 

(11) No repeated or continual barking, such as constitutes a noise nuisance, 
shall be permitted. 
 

(e) Minimum Area Requirements.  A minimum of ten (10) contiguous acres either 
owned or rented by the applicant shall be required on which to locate each dog kennel in the Town of 
Turtle. 
 

(f) Location and Conditional Use.  Dog Kennels under this Ordinance may be 
located in the Exclusive Agricultural District One (A-1), the General Agricultural District Two (A-
2), or the Small Scale Agricultural District Three (A-3), but the owner of the property must obtain a 
conditional use permit before placing a dog kennel on the property.  
 

(g) Right to Entry.  The Building Inspector shall have the right to enter upon private 
property where the dog kennels are located during reasonable hours to inspect the dog kennels to 
determine whether they are in compliance with this Ordinance.  When entry is refused, the Building 
Inspector may seek an inspection warrant as provided in section 66.0119 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
 
 

Section 15.04 PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS AND TRANSIENT MERCHANTS REGULATED. 

 

(a) Regulation.  No person shall engage in the business of peddler, solicitor, or 
transient merchant within the Town of Turtle without first obtaining a license from the Clerk in 
compliance with the provisions of this ordinance.  A separate license shall be obtained for each type 
of business. 



(b) Definitions.  When used in this ordinance, the following terms shall have the 
meanings set forth herein: 
 

(1) “Peddler” is any person conveying or transporting goods, wares or 
merchandise who goes from house to house, place to place or street to street selling or offering for 
sale for immediate delivery such goods, wares or merchandise. 
 

(2) “Solicitor” is any person who goes from house to house, place to place or 
street to street, taking attempting to take orders for the sale of goods, wares or merchandise or 
personal service to be performed in the future.  Such definition shall include any person who hires, 
leases, uses or occupies any building, structure, vehicle, street or alley, or other place or part thereof 
within the Town for the primary purpose of exhibiting samples and taking orders for future delivery. 
 

(3) “Transient Merchant” is any person who engages in a temporary business 
of selling and delivering goods, wares and merchandise, and who hires, leases, uses or occupies any 
building, structure, tent, vehicle, street, alley or other place or part thereof for exhibition and sale of 
such goods, wares or merchandise either privately or at a public auction whether or not such person 
be associated temporarily with a local dealer, trader, merchant or auctioneer or conduct such business 
in the name of the same. 
 

(c) Age Limit.  No license shall be issued to a person under 18 years of age. 
 

(d) Exemptions.  This ordinance shall not apply to the following: 
 

(1) Newspaper delivery persons. 
 

(2) Merchants delivering goods in the regular course of business. 
 

(3) Vendors of fuel, petroleum products and food. 
 

(4) Farmers and truck gardeners selling personally grown produce. 
 

(5) Religious, charitable, patriotic or philanthropic organizations. 
 

(6) Persons selling property at wholesale to dealers in such property. 
 

(7) Any veteran of the United States who has a 25% disability or more or has a 
cardiac disability recognized by the U.S. Veterans Administration, and any person disabled to the 
extent of the loss of one arm or leg or more or who has been declared blind as defined under Title 
XVI of the Social Security Act, shall, upon presenting proof to the Town Clerk that these conditions 
are met, be granted a special license without payment of any fee.  Such person shall, while engaged 
in such business, carry the license issued and the proof required for its issuance, and such blind 
person shall also carry a picture of himself or herself which is not more than 3 years old.  Such 
special license shall not entitle a blind person to peddle for hire for another person. 
 



(e) Investigations.  An application for a license under this ordinance shall be sworn 
to by the applicant and filed with the Clerk and shall contain such information as the Clerk shall 
require for the effective enforcement of this ordinance and the safeguarding of the residents of the 
Town from fraud, misconduct or abuse.  At the same time of filing the application, the applicant 
shall pay to the Town Treasurer an investigation fee of $25.00 to cover the cost of investigation of 
the facts contained in the application.  Upon receipt of such application, the Clerk shall immediately 
institute an investigation of applicant’s business for the protection of the public good.  Upon 
conclusion of such investigation, the Clerk shall endorse the findings upon the application and shall 
issue or deny the license in accordance with such findings. 
 

(f) Bond.  If the Clerk determines from the investigation of an application that the 
interests of the inhabitants of the Town require protection against possible misconduct of the 
applicant or that the applicant is otherwise qualified but due to causes beyond his or her control 
unable to supply all of the information required, the Clerk may require the applicant to file with the 
Clerk a corporate surety bond in the amount of $5,000.00 with surety acceptable to the Town 
Chairperson running to the Town conditioned that he or she will fully comply with the ordinances of 
the Town and laws of the state relating to the licensed business and guaranteeing to any citizen of the 
Town doing business with him that the property purchased will be delivered according to the 
representations of applicant. 
 

(g) Restrictions. 
 

(1) Quitting Premises.  No peddler, solicitor, or transient merchant shall 
refuse or fail to leave any private residence, business establishment or office or other premises in the 
Town when requested to do so by the owner, occupant or other person having authority over such 
premises. 
 

(2) Display of License.  Persons licensed under this section shall carry their 
licenses with them while engaged in licensed activities and shall display such licenses to any police 
officer or citizen upon request. 
 

(3) Misrepresentation Prohibited.  No licensee shall intentionally 
misrepresent to any prospective customer the purpose of the licensee’s visit or solicitation, nor the 
name or business of the licensee’s principal, if any, nor the source of the goods, wares, merchandise 
or services which the licensee sells or offers for sale nor the disposition of the proceeds or profits of 
the licensee’s sales. 
 

(4) Loud Noises and Speaking Devices.  No licensee, nor any person on the 
licensee’s behalf, shall, for purpose of attracting attention to any goods, wares, or merchandise which 
such licensee proposes to sell, shout, cry out, blow a horn, ring a bell or use any sound amplifying 
device upon any of the streets, alleys, parks or other public places or upon private premises if sound 
of sufficient volume is emitted or produced therefrom to be capable of being plainly heard upon the 
streets, alleys, parks or other public places. 
 
 



(5) Use of Streets.  No licensee shall have any exclusive right to any location 
in the public streets, nor shall any licensee do business in a stationary location nor operate in a 
congested area of the public streets where such operation impedes or inconveniences public use.  No 
licensee shall engage in the licensed business in any public park, playground, school, library or other 
public premises.  For the purpose of this section, the judgment of a police officer, exercised in good 
faith, shall be deemed conclusive as to whether the area is congested or the public impeded or 
inconvenienced. 
 

(h) Suspension or Revocation of License.  Licenses issued under the provisions of 
this ordinance may be revoked or suspended by the Town Chairperson for a period not to exceed 5 
days pending hearing by the Town Board for fraud, misrepresentation or incorrect statement 
contained in the application or made in the course of carrying on a business, conviction of the 
licensee of any crime or misdemeanor, or conducting the licensed business in an unlawful or 
disorderly manner or in such a manner as to menace the health, safety or general welfare of the 
public. 
 

(i) Expiration, Renewal and Transfer.  The Clerk shall date all licenses issued 
hereunder and shall specify thereon the date of expiration.  Licenses shall be issued on a calendar 
year basis and expire December 31 of the year of issue.  Applications for renewals shall be handled 
in the same manner as original applications.  Licenses issued under this section are personal and may 
not be transferred. 


